We all know that there is a fashion in the affairs of medicine, which, like Byron's tide in the affairs of women, "when taken at the full leads God knows where." At the time I settled in Dumfries,?twenty-five years ago,?and for several years afterwards, I was just as sanguine and sanguinary as others, and so enamoured was I with the free way in which the vital fluid was spilt, and the apparent advantage of the practice in almost all cases among children simulating hydrocephalus, that in the summer of 1818 I transmitted you a short paper on the subject, which you did me the favour to publish in the October number of your Journal for that year. '-ditis : in the one who was admitted for " fever," on the 10th, and died on the 18th of July, but in reality with empyema of the left pleura, the effusion, though intolerably offensive and exceeding a gallon in quantity so as to displace the heart to the right side, had speedily taken place; and the compressed lung and all the pleural reflexions were covered with false membrane ; large shreds of which also hung from the costal lining, which was gangrenous in several places.
In the other instance, the patient, an officer, had been ill for about a week only, but neglected at first to apply for assistance, and had been so far relieved by depletion as not to be considered in any danger, until the morning when he was admitted into this hospital, moribund ; yet in so short a period, the heart and pericardium (which contained at least 24 ounces of puriform fluid, with masses of natant lymph in it) had become so thickly coated with false membrane as to present a reticulated appearance, while the serous membrane beneath was of a deep red colour, from vascular injection. The contents of the thorax, as in the preceding case, and also of the abdomen, appeared to be nearly normal; with the exception of a large, oblong, fluctuating tumor, which at once attracted attention, in the left hypochondrium. It projected beyond the colon, which it pushed backwards and towards the side.
The supra-renal capsule was attached to its superior extremity. The renal vessels entered it about one-third lower;?and about two inches and a half below this, the ureter issued between its coats obliquely upwards, and then turned downward in the usual direction, and of the natural size. Upon being removed this tumor measured about sixteen inches round, and twenty-three inches in its oblong circumference. It was covered partially by the peritoneum, and entirely by the usual fibrous coat; between which, and the internal mucous surface, a considerable number of large blood-vessels ramified. It was completely distended by a perfectly limpid, inodorous fluid, like water, which, on puncturing it, escaped.
The parenchymatous, and indeed the whole structure of the kidney, had entirely disappeared ; though some faint traces of the papillie were still visible.
The mouth of the ureter was perfectly distinct, and the opening permitted the introduction of a probe for more than an inch, while the obliquity of its passage through the coats, impeded its further progress,?and acting as a valve, for the same reason, prevented the fluid collected in this large sac from descending into the bladder; for, otherwise, the canal seemed to be permeable throughout. The right kidney, having a compensative or double duty to perform, was enlarged, and the infundibula and the commencment of the ureter for some inches were dilated; while the coats of the latter were also thickened, so that it measured about the size of the thumb in circumference.
The substance of the kidney had evidently suffered from recent inflammation, and was thickly studded with bloody points. Its pelvis, which was distended with brownish turbid urine, was covered with ash-coloured false membrane ; which was partially detached, and exposed a raw and ulcerated surface beneath, extending into the ureter; which, as already noticed, was dilated, but became gradually narrower, until it exhibited the usual size and appearance, within five inches of the bladder. 
